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ABSTRACT: This paper will discuss the physical structure mhaectural and urban models in relation to
the public realm as a locus of (ex)change and enanactivity. The research “The transformation loé t
Dutch urban block in relation to the public reaipdel, rule and ideal” shows that in Dutch planning and
design practises this relationship was underestichduring the last 100 years by a one-sided fopas u
social, cultural and hygienic aspects of dwellihgttbanned almost all economic activities from tiesv
neighbourhoods.

Typo-morphological research of paradigmatic ddublocks dating from 1600-2000 and the urban
models connected, is applied to question the caldbetween urban block and public realm. Basechim t
research | will try to formulate the criteria fdret physical structure of future urban and architettmodels
that facilitate space for the new small-scale urbaanomy of the creative industries as well fortstg
businesses of migrants as means of economical épaiog.
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1 TOWARDSNEW ARCHITECTURAL AND URBAN MODELS;
THE DUTCH URBAN BLOCK, PUBLIC DOMAINAND CITY ECONOMY

Why should architects and urban planners dés¢his relationship between the urban block, public
domain and city economy?

When we analyse the transformation of the Butdan block during the last hundred years in its
relation to the public domain, it becomes eviddat in the Netherlands social cultural ideals dat@d the
transformation of the urban block’s architecturabdel. With the exception of stores for daily needs,
economic activity and small-scale urban economyéneral, were excluded from the new blocks that
formed the building block, the basic entity of thew neighbourhoods and areas of city extension.
Small-scale urban economy was understood as samgethat was fundamentally harmful to the living
quality of neighbourhoods. (Changing ideals of arblbocks and economic activity, figures 1,2,3,4,5,6

In order to understand the importance of ecaaautivity, especially small-scale enterprises tioe
public domain, and the neighbourhood quality oftearporary living quarters, the Hypermarché in Bagno
near Paris is a good example. Bagnolet is oneasietineighbourhoods in the Paris’ banlieue thabkas hit
by violence during the past few years. The formayon of the satellite city who had become the mantag
director of a highway supermarket discovered tharé was almost no relationship between ‘his’
supermarket and the inhabitants of the area neit ko order to change the sometimes hostile imtahip
he offered the inhabitants the opportunity to oigam mini market on the parking area next to supeket.
Nowadays the inhabitants of Bagnolet sell all marofeproducts there. At the same time, the stockhef
supermarket has changed. Today it contains moupt® that appeal to the locals. The economic iactv
the mini market has changed the character of thelevarea. Bagnolet received a centre where people
engage in economic activity and which they visibnder to participate in public life. The presemtehe

! Susanne Komossa, De transformatie van het Hokelndswblok in relatie tot het publieke domein; Mipde
regel en ideaal, Dissertatie TU-Delft november 2G&# also:
http://www.library.tudelft.nl/ws/search/publicati@index.htmauthor: Komossa
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mini market directly influences everyday life ind@wlet. ‘The big scale of Bagnolet is shed by aeotight
by the new active character of playgrounds and cercia spaces...The neighbourhood has discovered a
new public realm to which it can relate. A new urlc@herence has emergéd.’

Figure 3 Re-introducing
architectural forms of urbanity
likce the arcade 1 1970, Aldo
Rossi, urban block Gallaratese
Milano.

Figure 2 Aldo Rossi, urban
block Gallaratese Milano.

Figure 5 Urban block Oude
Westen Rotterdam interior
street.

Figure 1 Reducing the com-
plexity of everyday life and
urban economy and density,
scroll diagram Alison and
Peter Smithson that dates
from the 1950-t1es.

Figure 6 KCAP. mterior

Figure 4 The ideal of space of the GWL-terrain
collective space projected Amsterdam promoting the
upon the areas of urban green urban enclave for dwel-
renewal during the 1980-ties, ling during the 1990-ties.
urban block Oude Westen

Rotterdam.

The one-sided focus in the Netherlands on socidlh@l aims of dwelling in the past, resulted ire th
collapse of the public realm in and around urbachs in areas dating from the nineteen-fiftiesstiss and
-seventies'. In Dutch neighbourhoods the public realm as tbmain of (ex)change of opinions, goods,
labour and locus of debate and sometimes poteotiaflict' was abandoned in favour of harmonious
collective green spaceatirected towards active recreation, always accongolaby decreasing densitie$
buildings’ and designed for segregated groups of ubatsusually shared the same background. Nowadays
one has to realise that in fact this exclusive esmsghupon social and cultural aspects and colledpace
during the past, has caused major problems todsighldourhoods, like Rotterdam Pendrecht catchipalit
attention. Euphemistically called ‘magnificent rdigurhoods’, almost all of them are in the proceks
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restructuring or even undergoing demolition. Whesstructuring these areas, municipalities, planrard
architects tend to focus once again upon socialcaiftdral issues and problems. Tackling the lacla dit
physical structure for a well functioning publicahm and small-scale urban economy in order to ivgro
public space and neighbourhood quality is not (getgntral issue.

In order to change current practices, fundaaiamdtions have to be discussed that today forntaine,
probably more than ever, of any debate about ¢ity reighbourhoods. How do we connect tradition with
innovation, the local with the global, ‘top dowrban planning with ‘bottom up’ initiatives of inhiadnts,
planned order with daily chaos, the formal with thérmal, old and new buildings, and diversity in
background and life styles of city inhabitants, hwihe identity of the ‘Dutch city’, officially regmised
culture with popular, migrant and youth culture,op@and rich, one with ‘the other’ and conflict with
democracy? The possible answers to these questions alsoysle@ntain a_physical dimensiainat
influences or is expressed by the structural aparants of the city and neighbourhoods. Activating a
facilitating physical structures for the procesg@f)change connected to the public realm and ssaalk
urban economy could lead to many more potentiditigsain these neighbourhoods.

In order to enable all the activities conneatgth the urban economy, fit space is needed. Sstalle
urban economy especially asks for specific physioalitions. Old and new, big and small, cheaprande
expensive buildings, and spaces have to be awailakdiditionally the physical interrelationship and
connection between the different activities, betwebvelling and working and the public domain are
important. In the public domain economical activéiyd every day life take place at the same timesétel
by side with living and working, the exchange cfad and knowledge, going out, shopping, visitifgpets
and cultural institutions, watching and being watthThe pre-condition for connection and overlagmh
economical activities and everyday life, for protlue and consumption, is a well functioning puldimmain
inside and around urban blocks, that is charaetétiy short distances and physical vicinity, highsity of
buildings and uses, mixture of functions, diversifyusers and kinds of activities, tolerance, dyicanand
changeability.

2 TYPO-MORPHOLOGICAL RESEARCH

This paper focuses on the transformation ofmirblocks in the two great Dutch cities, Rotterdamd
Amsterdam, and the development of innovative agchiral models in relation to public domain andamrb
economy. In the large Dutch cities the public domaand therefore city and neighbourhood qualigain
their physical shape not only through social anltlucal activities but also, or even especially, fdysical
structures that accommodate economic activity asgbaéhe everyday life of inhabitants and visitors

The research tries to define the physical praditions for ‘adequate’ urban blocks by applying
typo-morphological research in combination withtgrdl, social and economic notions, such as urban
division of functions, segregation, and vicinitytivghysically and perceptually. Morphological resbaas
such concentrates upon the physical form of citidscks and buildings by selecting, producing, gsialg
and interpreting maps and drawings. In this re$edine question is: how does the public domain and
economic activity actually take shape on differsrdle level$ of the urban block, the neighbourhood, and
the city? (Women and public domain, figures 7,89,1,12)
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Figure 7 The transition from
private to public: a woman

Figure 8§ In the beginning
of the twentieth century the Figure 9 Knowledge
social reformers favoured

watering flowers while
watching public life on the
street during the seventeenth
cenfury.

i ; worker: Gynaecologist calling
collective space as being her work during her day off

opposed to the public realm while sitting in the portal of

of neighbourhoods: Because her house dating from the end

of the lack of space 1n the of the nineteenth century and

house a lot of housekeeping watching life i the street and
activities have to take place at the decorative canal.

i the alley. Consequence: Rotterdam 2008
excessive conversarion and
neighbours quarrels”. Women
were not expected to ventilate
their ideas in public.

Figure 10 Painting of van
Berkenrode showing the

mtegration and overlap of

dwelling and trade in the

seventeenth century ring Figure 11 Public ife —1.e.

canals of Amsterdam_ hanging out - at the decorative
canal m Rotterdam 2008,

Figure 12 In the beginning of the 1920-ties collective facilities, Iike wash- and bathhouses and dwelling’s
front doors moved to the interior of the urban block. Economic activity left the urban block and the
distance between dwelling and public realm was extremely lengthened.

For example: typo-morphological drawings of builghnand urban blocks show the architectural

932



elements used to design the transition from prit@ggublic and to what extend the built structuaie bouse
different kinds of functions. One glance at the citap of Rotterdam is enough to understand whege la
factories, industries and harbours are situated. mbrphological map of the building structures datis
from which period a city extensions dates, and bayvor small the distance to the centre is. Thecsaral
map of rails and roads clarifies the hierarchy aockssibility of the different areas. A more carahalysis

of the structure of water and green renders, teget¥ith the position and form of squares and public
buildings, a good impression of how the positiod aharacter of the public realm is considered. (fital
maps of Amsterdam and Rotterdam, figures 13,146157118,19,20)

i
Figure 13 Amsterdam 2007 showing building Figure 14 Rotterdam 2007 showing
morphology, green and water structure building morphology. green and water structure

g
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Figure 15 Amsterdam 2007, building Figure 16 Rotterdam 2007. building

morphology morphology
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Figure 17 Amsterdam 2007, showing road Figure 18 Rotterdam 2007, showing road
network network

Figure 19 Amsterdam 2007, green- & water Figure 20 Rotterdam 2007. green- & water
structure. squares structure. squares

The morphological urban analysis based on typo#dgitorphological research can further be directed
to more specific questions. For example: how acinity and distance between public domain of thg ci
and the urban block designed in a specific urbadelh@nd which kind of architectural and urban eleta
are used to establish this relationship? How arblipwuildings distributed within the city and the
neighbourhood, and how are they linked to the putdimain? To what extent does the structure ofithan
block allow economic activity as an important cdnitor to livelihood? Does the physical structuliewa
for different functions to overlap each other witla certain area and does the structure allow ifumet
change?

It is clear that it is not possible to directigduce from urban or architectural form the actisa of a
built structure, they only reflect each other. Tasearch is therefore more focused upon the acthité and
urban mediatiofi, how are architectural and urban model relatedaith other and how do they mediate
actual use? Researching the transformation of thietDurban block shows that changes of form coerie
with changes in society. It also clarifies thathi& form of the block changes so too will the urbawdel and
vice versa. Block and city model are complementargach other. Every urban model has its own way in
which public buildings, squares, the water- andegrstructure are designed and positioned withircitye
Their form and position reflect how society thoughting a certain period about public domain anthia
case, the quality of urban economy. And similaidigals developed on the scale of the urban models a
expressed in the urban block.

3 THETRANSITION FROM PRIVATE TO PUBLIC

In 1961 Jane Jacobs published ‘The Death dadfigreat American citie¥’ the book that made her
famous all over the world. With this book she drattention to the social impact of urban elemerits, t
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actual spatial organisation of buildings and nemithood$ and the mixture of functions upon the quality
and safety of the public space within cities.

Typo-morphological research allows us to sttiayform of architectural and urban elements lio®gs,
facades, canopies, access systems, corners arkd ohog more detailed way. (Corners as indicafayares
21,22,23,24,25). Specific case studies enable unnect their form to more general socio-cultural
economical notions. Stoops are for example thesl@éypotential contact between very different pebplt's
a form of contact that doesn’t interfere with theomymity and privacy of people, but notwithstandihg
causes trust and increases the liveability, ditieesnd variety in neighbourhoods. In terms of Sénwao
poses ‘The city is where strangers méetine could say this kind of contact takes awayféhe of strangers
and ‘the other’. Besides the presence of stoops amdixture of functions, there are other physically
important conditions for a well functioning publiealm: urban blocks that furnish a great number of
corner$" and a diversity of routes the passer-by can chéwse, density and mixture of old and new,
low-cost and expensive spaces, in a way that evamginal activities have a chance to flourish. ‘Hie t
passenger would have alterative routes to choase, fihe neighbourhood would literally open up fonh

And in the relation to urban economy: ‘The suppiyemsible spots for commercial activity would iease
considerably®.

Figure 21 Umting different Figure 22 The mixed block of Figures 23 In the
worlds: streets leading to the the nineteenth century. Every beginning of the twentieth
centre lined by (worl)shops street side of the block has its century the corner looses its
and former trading houses own social-economical mix- public function in the projects
of the merchants lining the ture. The corner connects the for workers. urban block
Amsterdam ring canals. different kinds of public hife Michiel de Klerk Spaarn-

often helped by a pub open to dammerbuurt Amsterdam.

all people of the neighbour-

hood.

Figure 24 The bourgeois city Figure 25 Corner lost in
of Berlage’s Amsterdam inte- translation m the 1950-ties
grates dwelling and economic collective spaces of
activity by using new types of Rotterdam Pendrecht.

urban forms. like spatial se-
quences of streets, boulevards
and squares.

The transition from private to public in the housgfsthe Amsterdam ring-canals provides a clear
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example of the importance of stoops and the ovesfafunctions during the past and even today. i th
organisation of the Dutch house in the Amsterdarg danals dating from the seventeenth century, avher
production and consumption were not yet separaiad, can see how private space and public domain
literally overlap each other. In the privatmmptoir”, for example the front room was used as tradingeffi
and the broad part of hallway next to it forms pdrthe public domain as of the private realm @& bHouse.
The organisation of stoop and outdoor stairs ispter the stairs access the house and tradingeoffitoop
and hatchway give way to the basement in the fnonse that was usually hired out as storage aedliags
room for items of urban bulk, like wine and beeadady this spatial arrangement is still very much
appreciated if we take into account the amountwdlsscaled, often creative businesses that aredtbin
this area. One can find the fornmmptoirin the so-called living-working dwellings, as triitm between
private and public. A recent example can be foundthe housing designed by Frits van Dongen
(Architectencie, 1998) for the Landtong projectRotterdam. (Transitions from private to public,uigs
26,27,28,29,30,31)

Figure 26 Figure 27

The COH;}_JIeX Overlap of the
composition public and the
of stairs and private realm
hatchway : in the houses of
giving access fo iR the ring canals.
trading office, J

dwelling and g )

rented out base-

ment space. T

| it |
N ™ il--vlr
b8 S ol o
B S
Figure 28 The integration Figure 29 Stacking of Figure 30 Dwellings combi-
of dwelling and working, of functions within the mer- ning living and working on
consumption and production chant house: attics were the Landtong in Rotterdam
in the merchant houses in the usually used as storage
Amsterdam ring canals during room for trading goods.

the seventeenth century.
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Figure 31 The division/connection of private and public

4 PHYSICAL STRUCTURE OF URBAN BLOCKS

Jane Jacobs was also one of the first adthambo discussed the relationship between the pHysica
structuré” of the city, and urban economy. In 1969 she wilnéebook ‘The economy of citié¥" in which
she describes the city as origin, place and mdtang economical innovation. ‘Cities (opposite ibbages,
towns and farms) are the primary necessity for esoo development and expansion, including rural
development™ About the way in which the city should be orgadiske says: ‘I do not mean that cities are
economically valuable in spite of their inefficié@s and impracticalities, but rather because they a
inefficient and impractical™

On one hand she criticises with this statergeneral urban planning ideas that were still cardeming
the nineteen sixties and which advocated the efficfunctional division of dwelling, working, tradfand
recreation in order to realise clear goal orientaad easily executable policies. During the lastdned
years the municipal policies of the cities of Amdtan and Rotterdam were mainly pointed at the socia
cultural and hygienic aspects of dwelling. Econahéctivity was — as stated earlier — foremost ictered
on a large scale concentrated in the city centna tiarbour and industrial areas, and as sometthiaigis
relatively independent from dwelling. The physipalicies of the cities were from halfway the thegiwhich
were dominated by thinking on a big scale, andhatd4ame time reinforced by CIAM ideas and ideals.
Slowly but surely CIAM ideas entered architectune arban planning and formalised the urban divigibn
functions by supplying the architectural and urlpaodels. In the practice of urban extensions dutirg
years before the Second World War and from thiegifto the seventies this meant that the city viddet
into areas for dwelling, working, recreation anftastructure. Every category had its own policiHsis led
to a situation that the city - also in a physietse - was divided into parts where one functiomidated.
The division of neighbourhoods and functions lilgraook shape by the introduction of an extensive
structure of green that did not connect but divislethe same time the division of functions meatttianing
down and the reduction of density, especially i dlwvelling areas. The mutual distance between dwsll
and the individual dwelling and public domain ofthity was increased exponentially. During the last
decades the quality of public space in these neigtitvods decreased because the collective greeesspa
were not understood by the new inhabitants and defised. The neighbourhoods were not able to
transform and to provide a public domain and spémesmall-scale economic activity to inhabitantishwa
variety of backgrounds.

On the scale of the urban block one can diststgduring this period a comparable increase ef th
separation of functions. Economic activity thatnfied a self-evident element of any urban block i th
seventeenth to nineteenth century city extensioaduglly vanished. The one-sided emphasis uporalsoci
cultural and hygienic aspects of dwelling led tooasiderable transformation of the urban block,ardy in
relation to its programmatic and functional aspebtd also in its spatial arrangements. The new
neighbourhoods and urban blocks built by the hausiorporations after the Dutch Housing Act in 1901
were mainly meant to be lived in by groups of intatis that share the same background. (Rotterdam
Pendrecht: Collective green replaces public refitjares 32,33,34,35)
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Figure 32 Collective green as a Figure 33 Dwellings lifted up and

‘dividing’ device in Rotterdam disconnected from the collective
Pendrecht dating from the 1950- realm. three-story block in Rot-
ties. terdam Pendrecht.

Figure 34 Lengthening the dis- Figure 35 Collective ‘garden’ on
tance between dwelling and public the backside of apartment buil-
realm of the city by decreasing dings.

density of the neighbourhood and
expelling economic activity.

5 THE IMPORTANCE OF PHYSICAL CONNECTIONS FOR SMALL-SCALE URBAN
ECONOMY

Today the attention paid to employment, dwgllinecreation, and traffic and transportation ageda
separate spatial entities, shifts to the mutuaheoction of these urban functions. There is a grgvimterest
in those parts of urban economy that are charaetdtiy the integration of dwelling and working pot into
other terms, of production and consumption. Esfigdiar the so-called creative industries, policyakers
start to understand the meaning of the city aseplatd motor of economical innovation. That citiesl a
neighbourhoods are also the places of socio-ecarabminancipation of migrants is less clear.

The integrated industries, in which dwellingyrking and everyday life are closely interconneciesl
by definition small-scale economies. Once comparespecially manufacturing businesses, grow bigger
they have to search for other locations.

The small-scale urban economy is expected tohbeincubator for the development of new ideas,
products and services, the so-called ‘knowledgecaadtive industries’. One assumes that they \eiliagate
in the short run impulses for the over-all westknowledge industry so that it will be able to més
challenges and compete by specialisation, knowleshgkcreativity with the upcoming Asiatic economies
that are focused on mass production and ‘distawiege. Western cities and regions, like Amsterdand
Rotterdam, state that through the development pedialisation of the knowledge and creative indestr
with their spin-off of new companies, today’s lewélwelfare of city inhabitants can also be maimtai in
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the future.

The small-scale urban economy can also be stw&t as a means for integration and emancipafion o
Dutch citizens that have a non-western backgroiihd. possibility to start one’s own businesses, @@
conseguence attain economic independence, offerséans to achieve an equal position in Dutch sdtie
Already today the majority of start up entrepreseimr Rotterdam and Amsterdam are of non-western
background. But if we look at recent projects imghbourhoods with a great number of inhabitantdait
non-western background, for example the restrumjuaf Rotterdam Tussendijken or Transvaal in The
Hague, this notion often seems to be lacking inrtee block models designed for these areas. (Urban
enclaves: double rings in closed composition, fgu36,37,38,39)

Figure 36 Developad
as urban form for the
worker’s enclaves in the
beginning of the twen-
tieth cenfury: double ring Figure 37 Inner court today, Patrimonium’s Hof Rotterdam 1916.
forming a secluded inner

court, Patrimoniuum’s

Hof Rotterdam 1916.

Figure 38 Retaking the model of the
urban enclave by using a double ring
i closed composition, urban rene-
wal project ‘Le Midi® in Rotterdam Figure 39 Inner court ‘Le Mid:’ 2008.
Tussendijken by Geurst & Schulz

architects, 2008.

6 SUSTAINABILITY

Small-scale economical activities and the dyicanof old and new, cheap and expensive, can also
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contribute to what one would call a sustainableugrof inhabitants and users that want and can dawvell
work over a longer period in the neighbourhood.¢ Key link in a perpetual slum is that too manygeo
move out of it too fast — and in the meantime dreaf getting out™ . For the Dutch
problem-neighbourhoods, a second item, the abseingmssibilities for) active involvement applieshich
may also explain the ‘devastation’ of public spadany people do not live voluntarily in these sdladh
‘magnificent neighbourhoods’ but are forced to dogoverty and the lack of other prospects. In tizte
they ask themselves why should one pay a lot ehtitn to their area? Above that the chances 1 ata
business in a neighbourhood like Pendrecht in Rigte are minimal with little potential, for exampte
find a fit spot with enough people passing by idesrto start a viable shop or workplace.

Sustainability of quarters and neighbourhooti® aneans that one has to accept that areas and
neighbourhoods know periods of decline. The Amsterding canals and Amsterdam South have known
these periods of relative decline, impoverishment Bw house and apartment prices. The same hagpene
before in De Pijp in Amsterdam. So it is not enodgtexamine a neighbourhood’s wellbeing or not at a
certain moment, but one has to also analyse tmsfoamative potential of its physical structure otlee
course of time.

7 PUBLIC DOMAINASSPACE OF KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE

Jos Gadét" who works as a social geographer at the Physi¢ahnihg Department of the
municipality of Amsterdam (Dienst Ruimtelijke Ordeg) points to a necessity for the knowledge and
creative industries that is usually not specificalicognised: the need for knowledge exchange anity.
Gadet distinguishes knowledge that is generallyilahvla in libraries, the Internet, etc and specific
knowledge bound to individuals. In his eyes onlpgle talking to each other, i.e. in a situatiorpbf/sical
proximity, transfer certain specific knowledge. Fleixplains why certain enterprises search for esobr's
physical proximity, and public spaces like cafespider to exchange thoughts and ideas. Physicalityi
also seems to be important in a psychological seBygeseeing and talking to each other it is easidrust
one another. Vicinity, and concentration of diffarelisciplines, also facilitates dropping in to leather’s
office spaces and (work)shops in order to gathet fand cheap) ‘expertise’ and services from other
discipline$™. This applies in fact to all starting and smakscbusinesses.

Already in 1969 Jane Jacobs discussed theeafuhe physical structure of the city where ecoival
innovation and new businesses emerge. ‘Consideth@hysical arrangements that promotes the gteate
profusion of duplicate and diverse enterprisesisgrthe population of the city, and lead thereftorehe
greatest opportunities for plentiful division ofbtaur on which new work can potentially aris&..
Summarised in short the ‘physical arrangementsvanieity and connectivity, the mixture of smallrfctions,
where some functions like cafés and shops are lmgederybody. High density of users and visitosbort’
routes and a mixture of living and working spackferent types of buildings, like old and new, apeand
expensive, big and small, form other important prelitions.

In the Netherlands we can ask ourselves whethérhow these kinds of ideas are echoed in pmject
like the restructuring of the Oude Westen in Roiken during the seventies, the GWL terrain in Antser
during the nineties and more recently the develapnoé the Wilhelmina Pier in Rotterdam? Do the new
plans incorporate changing insights and thougHtte@ to the mixture of functions and healthy chamos
their architectural model? And if yes, how do tldeyit? What are the forms, organisations and meanir
the Dutch urban block in the new plans?

8 SMALL-SCALE URBAN ECONOMY AND THE PHYSICAL STRUCTURE OF THE URBAN
BLOCK

Now at the beginning of the twenty first cegtuwhe Dutch urban block needs once again a
transformation if one considers global economidamyes and worldwide migration. The contemporary
Dutch urban block should — as in the seventeerdhaathe end of the nineteenth century — be abbéfén a
public domain to city inhabitants, visitors and naigts that are characterised by very different pemknds.
For the future of the western European city, theettgpment of the service, knowledge and creative
industries is of fundamental importance. These striks — especially when starting — depend forrthei
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development, knowledge exchange and risk spreaiing well functioning public domain and small
business spaces that are not too highly priceds@laee also important for migrants that initiateirttown
businesses. In fact the urban block, the city, #ral public domain form for both groups the ‘natural
environment.’

In order to understand the relation betweemewical dynamics and the transformation of urban
models, the careful analysis of the architecturatlets of the urban block is essential. Not onlysdtee
urban block transform under the influence of charigehe socio-cultural and economic context, ed the
relation between the private space of dwellingstaecdublic domain of the city is highly relevant.

As architects and urban planners we have tenstahd the relationship between socio-cultural and
economic changes, and the transformation of athital and urban models. In order to develop adequa
new architectural models for the Dutch urban bleek have to consider urban economy and the public
domain as categories that constitute the city.

There are some encouraging initiatives andgdesiike Amsterdam IJburg and the Solids that stieewy
physical dimensions that architects and urban glenrhave to reflect upon and design. (Promising
architectural models |Jburg & Solids, figures 4042143,44,45)

H‘
_r_
———
Figure 40 Model of the city extension Amsterdam Figure 41 Stacking of
[Tburg showing the position of the urban solids functions for rendering a
within the fabric of urban blocks. covered public space.

(1118 | LLESH S

Figure 42 Corners in [Jburg. Figure 43 Stacking of functions in
Amsterdam: the ground floor level
is generally higher than the upper
floors.
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Bl =N AR Figure 45 Perspective of the solid commissioned by
Housing Corporation ‘Het Qosten’ and designed by Tony
Fretton architects.

Figure 44 The wrban solid is con-
densed urban block that combines
dwelling and working areas on every
floor level, Tony Fretton architects
2008.

Notes:

' Boxel, E. van, Koreman, K., ZUS-Zones Urbainessi#as (2007) Re-public, naar een nieuwe ruimte
politiek (Rotterdam, NAI uitgevers) pp. 19.

" Neighbourhoods in the Netherlands dating fromntineteen-fifties, -sixties and -seventies thatesufifom
severe social and economical problems and are ofiaracterised by a relative poor and segregatagogf
inhabitants.

" Hajer, M., Reijndorp A. (2001) Op zoek naar niepubliek domein (Rotterdam, NAI uitgevers) pp.11.
English edtion: Hajer, M., Reijndorp A. (2002) leasch of a new public domain domein (Rotterdam, NAI
uitgevers)

Y number of dwellings/hectare in relation to therage dwelling size, see also: (19 paradigmaticplly
projects, Komossa, S., Meyer, H. e.a.(2005); Adfathe Dutch urban block, (Bussum, Thoth).

Y ‘The city as place to negotiate conflict withowtimg to war very differently than countries andiomas’.
Saskia Sassen (21 January 2008) emphasises theamoof cities above nations ihhave a dream...de rol
van de stad’; Lezingen en debat, Felix Meritis Aarddm Jacobs (1984) made a comparable statement earlier
in her book ‘Cities and the wealth of nations’ (N¥ark, Random House).

"''In order to research the relationship between @man activities, daily life and urban blocks - thatfact
constitute almost 80% of the cities built volumene can follow two approaches. Economical-geographi
research that maps ‘where’ companies are and ‘whigrphological and typo-morphological research
addresses the ‘how’ by investigating the architedtand urban models focussing also upon the phlysic
structure of blocks, buildings and city extensions.

"' See also: ‘Transformatie van stadsmodel en bolkwbDe mercantiele stad’, ‘De verfraaide
civieltechnische stad in de negentiende eeuw’, sixel van de sociale hervormers’, ‘De sociaal celéur
stad’, Komossa, S. (2008) De transformatie vanHatandse bouwblok in relatie tot het publieke dame
Model, regel en ideaal, PhD-thesis, (Delittp://www.library.tudelft.nl/ws/search/publicatieindex.htn).
Publication of an English edition ‘Dutch urban Btoand public domain; model, rule, ideal’ is expécte
spring 2010 (Nijmegen, Vantilt).

Y Mediation: "...that the development of form is wlirectly related to the translation of a sociahgbut that
form during the development of the design uses atiedlis that are specific for architecture...’. Dutch:dat

de uitwerking van de vorm niet terug is te breng®nde directe vertaling van de sociale opdracht,zij
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tijdens het totstandkomen van het ontwerp gebruikkhvan voor de architectuur specifieke bemiddelm.

‘, Castex, J., Depaule C.-Ch., Panerai Ph. (19B4)rationele stad, Van bouwblok tot wooneenheid,
(Nijmegen, SUN) pp.222, First French edition: Casté., Depaule C.-Ch., Panerai Ph.(1977) Formes
Urbaines: de l'ilot a la barre (Parijs, Bordas).

* Jacobs, J. (1961) The death and life of great Araecities (New York , Random House). Plans toalesh
Greenwich Village, New York, in 1960 caused Jacmbanalyse this neighbourhood where she lived more
closely. According to her, Greenwich Village wag tie problem that had to be sanitised by demalikiat
the modernistic neighbourhoods elsewhere in Maahathey had become ghetto’s that were one-sidedly
orientated around dwelling and they criminality amdsafety formed a daily routine. Compared todlaeas
‘The Village' was a safe area because of the indensometime chaotic mixture of functions with peand
businesses on the ground floor and dwellings above.

* Jacobs, Jane (1972 (first edition 1969)) The eaonof cities (Harmondsworth, Penguin). In The ecogio

of cities (1972) Jacobs underlines the importaricamall-scale urban economy for the liveability gnublic
realm of ‘great’ American cities.

X' According to Jacobs (1961) every participant afrgday daily life on the stoops plays an importaré.
And even the idler, the ‘good-for-nothing’ has cdbs (1961) an important task. Because he doden't
anything all day, he’s especially able to watchtowously what's happening in the street and byndao he
contributes to the prevention of small criminality.

“ Sennett, Richard (1992) The fall of public many{N¢éork, Norton) pp.39.

X' ‘Street corners express the nature of the citynasting place, a place of superposition and cdriflic
Sola-Morales, M. de (april 2003) Cities and urbamers in: b.mmlhe monographs #4y.133 cited from:
Carré, Nanine (14 april 2008) Street corners, ptaFcimteraction an identification irB-nieuws 11 pp. 14
(Faculty of Architecture, Delft University of Tecbiogy).

XV Jacobs, J.(1992 (1961)) The death and life oftgke®erican cities (New York, Random House, Vintage
Books Edition) pp.180.

* French: comptoir, Dutch: balie, English: counter.

in the perception of architects and urban planners

“ The English word ‘physical’ is here used a synorignthe Dutch word ‘ruimtelijk’ (spatial).

" Jacobs, Jane (1972 (first edition 1969)); The ewgnof cities (Harmondsworth, Penguin).

** Jacobs (1972), pp. 85.

¥ Jacobs (1972), pp. 50.

* Saskia Sassen and Richard Sennett (21 Januaryt2@l08bout ‘The city as space of the not-havesritag
forward change’. On one hand they refer here taqes and events where the ‘not-haves of power’ can
manifest themselves socio-culturally and politigan the other hand Sennett/Sassen point to (thygs(cal)
places of potential, like edges, periphery, pocKetgotten spaces’ as ‘cheap spaces for growthtirg: ‘I
have a dream...de rol van de stad’; Lectures and wgBansterdam, Felix Meritis).

I Jacobs, J.(1992 (1961)) p.271.

¥ Jos Gadet during a conversation 29 May 2006, ksee Bienst Ruimtelijke Ordening Amsterdam, Jos
Gadet e.a. (2006) Aantrekkende stadsmilieus, emmfulgisch-stedenbouwkundig ontwikkelingsperspéctie
(Amsterdam, DRO Amsterdam).

N DRO Amsterdam distinguishes as parts of the areatdustry: performing arts, service for arts, suas

& galleries, publishing houses, journalism, phoagdy, film industry, radio & television, advertisem
companies, interior & fashion design, architect@ralrban design. Each sector has its own pattegetfing.
They all share a preference for the historical irgiy of Amsterdam. Source: Dienst Ruimtelijke @néhg
Amsterdam, Koos van Zaanen e.a., Productiemiliears de creatieve industrie in Amsterdam, DRO
Amsterdam Januari 2006.

¥ Jacobs, J. (1972 ) pp.100.
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